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This paper describes an operational strategy for using material reuse to improve the carbon
dioxide emissions trading scheme. By improving the utilisation of returned waste, a shift to
higher product abatement costs can be avoided. The paper uses the jipmber methodology to
identify (1) how material reuse could be used to increase the organic fraction of waste, (2) how
better utilisation of the already recycled organics may be used to improve the carbon accounting
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of the scheme, and (3) how a strategy for material reuse in the electricity sector could be
developed to achieve this objective. The paper concludes with some broad recommendations for
research and policy that will be most useful in tackling the issues of the carbon trading scheme.
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