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the front lines of health reform and any other number of issues, on Wednesday the House will vote
on a bill aimed at reforming the End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Medicare Program. The current

program has left many people on dialysis in a state of financial ruin. This vote should be a hard vote
for many of the Republican members of the House. Tom Scully, a Rhode Island Democrat who is one

of the bill's sponsors, has made clear that the bill would extend the federal government's deep
involvement in providing care for the elderly. If the bill does not pass or is severely weakened it

could jeopardize a significant portion of President Obama's health care reform agenda. The bill would
also create a commission that will collect information and recommend ways to improve the current

ESRD program. One note: This program has been an active talking point for Republicans in the
House and Senate. Will they finally be able to make headway in getting this bill passed? Also, in case
you missed it, last Friday the United States Supreme Court, while upholding the individual mandate,
struck down a provision of the law that required large companies to buy health insurance. Also also,
the United States Supreme Court agreed to hear an appeal by the state of Michigan, challenging a
federal ruling that allowed Michigan to limit the number of seats in the Michigan Legislature. The
Supreme Court is probably going to rule on this case along with the health care case later in the

year. What we're reading: Bob Herbert of the New York Times, at least for now, is just happy that the
Supreme Court upheld the individual mandate. In the Wall Street Journal, Margaret O'Mara writes
that in the wake of the Supreme Court's health care decision, some health care professionals are

suggesting that the Administration draft the plan
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