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Ireland take the lead in a conscientious
objection case. The Church has declared that it

will not act unless two members of the
ecclesiastical body – including one of the

youngest priests in the country, Fr Michael
Nolan – take the lead in such a case. That will be
an extremely tall order – even for a priest with a
reputation for excruciating his flock. The Court

ruled that the Government's 'Act' is in breach of
the Treaty provisions of Article 1.1.4 of the

Treaty of Lisbon which guarantee the freedom
of religion and of association "in conformity with

the rules of law". The intention of the Act was
"to give effect to the wishes of the majority

within the State as interpreted by the Church of
Ireland, a Church which has a long-standing and
strong position in Irish society", the Court said in
a 4-0 ruling issued yesterday, (26 April). This is
embarrassing stuff for Enda Kenny's Fine Gael-
led government. It is especially embarrassing

for a Catholic government which is desperate to
have a good look-in with the Catholic hierarchy.
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