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crack Q: What is a safe method to remove solder that has been burned off? I am building a new I/O board
that utilizes surface mount technology. I have been soldering the components onto the board, but have

found it difficult to apply the thermal paste to the underside of the components because it would be over run
by the hot solder. As a result of this, much of the soldering operations have been burnt off. As a result, I am
seeing great difficulty in removing the solder. It seems that the temperature must be at least 350 degrees F.

I haven't found any oven-type devices that can make this task easier - do they exist? What is a safe and
easy method for just removing the burnt solder? Is there a safer/easier way to apply the thermal paste that
won't burn the components? A: First, try using the flux-filled solder paste (the flakes of solder, not the solder

paste). It is generally thinner than the un-filled paste, and may be safer to remove if the paste does not
serve as a good soldering medium. If this doesn't work, it is possible to use hot air to remove the residues;
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