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now.One of the big questions we hear during the offseason is about the future of

the Patriots’ $33 million man, linebacker Jerod Mayo. Is he coming back? Is he
staying? Is he leaving? A big part of this question is the value of Mayo. The

linebacker’s status as a good middle linebacker is not in doubt, but the price the
team has paid to make him the starting middle linebacker is interesting. He was the

team’s third-round pick in 2006 (55th overall) and arrived in Foxboro as the fifth
linebacker on the depth chart, coming in behind Adalius Thomas, Mayo, Tedy

Bruschi and Rodney Harrison. When Bruschi took a leave of absence and was given
a four-year extension in the summer of 2007, Mayo played better than Bruschi had

in his one-year tenure on the field with the Patriots. Mayo had 15 tackles (nine solo),
one interception and defended two passes in his first seven games as the starter. In

his last two contests against the Jets and Dolphins, he had two interceptions and
two defensive touchdowns. When Bruschi returned, the Patriots drafted Mayo’s

former college quarterback, Matthew Stafford, in the first round and with
expectations were high for the former Cal star. He started the 2008 season as the
No. 3 middle linebacker, and never lost that position. He was the Patriots’ leader in
tackles with 110, but had only one interception. Bruschi came back and started 13

games. Mayo started only one game. Then he missed the final seven games of
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A big farm, hundreds of farm animals, and a run-down
house with all the windows boarded up. No other house

nearby. A few hours ago, a young couple tried to cross the
street and got run over by a semi. A dog ran up to the body,

licked the face, but when the dog made a sound of grief,
the boy looked up, recognizing his mother. All at once the
boy turned into a grown man, swept up in the enormity of

grief, and the intensity of the disaster in front of him. But he
didn't cry. He held his mother's death in his hands. For a
whole year he had struggled to make sense of her death.

He ate her flesh, stewed her bones, and choked on her hair.
He clawed all her pictures, smashed her furniture, and

threw her things into the street. All at once, one day, he
was standing in the street he had lived in with her. He tried
to convince himself that this was his place, he was going to
stay here, she wouldn't leave, he would make it her place.

Weeping, he didn't dare tell anyone he was there. A
neighbor asked him if he was staying. The kid said, "If you
want me to leave, I'll leave. But she wouldn't leave, she's
gone forever, and there's nowhere to go. I will stay here,

because I'm home." A big farm, hundreds of farm animals,
and a run-down house with all the windows boarded up. No
other house nearby. A few hours ago, a young couple tried
to cross the street and got run over by a semi. A dog ran up

to the body, licked the face, but when the dog made a
sound of grief, the boy looked up, recognizing his mother.
All at once the boy turned into a grown man, swept up in
the enormity of grief, and the intensity of the disaster in
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front of him. But he didn't cry. He held his mother's death in
his hands. For a whole year he had struggled to make sense

of her death. He ate her flesh, stewed her bones, and
choked on her hair. He clawed all her pictures, smashed her
furniture, and threw her things into the street. All at once,
one day, he was standing in the street he had lived in with
her. He tried to convince himself that this was his place, he

was going to stay here, she wouldn't
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